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Why we have a church-wide Bible reading plan: God speaks to people through 
His Word.  It is what He uses to transform our lives by revealing truth to us and 
aligning our heart toward what He loves. The aim of this reading plan is not to 
merely check a box off a list, but to encourage our church body to spend time 
hearing from God. Reading the Bible is critical to a Christian’s growth. But it is 
especially powerful to read the Bible with others. This reading plan is the basis for 
all of our D-Groups, and we hope it fosters deeper spiritual conversations in our 
families and between our members. 

How you can use this booklet: Each day has a passage of Scripture for you to 
read. There are one to two questions to prompt your study of the passage. We 
encourage the H.E.A.R. method for reading Scripture, especially if it is a new 
discipline for you.  First, highlight a verse or verses that speak to your from the 
passage.  Then, explain what those verses mean in relation to the broader context 
and how they support the main idea the author is trying to communicate.  Next, 
apply this verse to your everyday life. What does this passage teach us about 
God? How does this passage point you to your need for Jesus? How do your 
thoughts, emotions, or actions need to change in light of this passage? 
Application should always be done in a spirit of prayer, as you are asking God to 
reveal to you how it applies. Finally, respond. This may be a specific action God is 
leading you to do. Very often it will be a prayer, either of thanksgiving, of 
confession of sin, or of petition asking for God's help. 

Each new section in the biblical book is preceded by an introduction to help you 
focus on some key ideas of that book. There is also a general outline to that 
section to help you keep the overall context in mind as you read each day. This is 
important for every book of Scripture, but it is especially important for the larger 
books in the Bible. 

Memory Verse: Because Scripture is God’s Word, it is important that a Christian 
spend regular time memorizing God’s Word so that he or she can always find 
encouragement and guidance from God. This month’s memory passage is 
provided on the next page in the ESV, NIV, and NLT.   



Bible Memory Verses 
Isaiah 53:3-4 

ESV   

 

NIV 

 

NLT 

3  He was despised and rejected by men, 
  a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
  and as one from whom men hide their faces 
  he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4    Surely he has borne our griefs 
  and carried our sorrows; 
  yet we esteemed him stricken, 
  smitten by God, and afflicted.

3  He was despised and rejected by mankind, 
  a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 
 Like one from whom people hide their faces  
  he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 
4  Surely he took up our pain  
  and bore our suffering, 
 yet we considered him punished by God, 
  stricken by him, and afflicted.

3   He was despised and rejected— 
  a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. 
 We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. 
  He was despised, and we did not care. 
4    Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; 
  it was our sorrows that weighed him down. 
 And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, 
  a punishment for his own sins!



Kings: The Divided Kingdom 
Day 1 | 1 Kings 12 

 
Explain:  
How is Rehoboam different than his father Solomon? What does the 
people’s response say about the truth of Rehoboam’s claims in vv. 10-11, 
14? 

Describe Jeroboam’s worship in vv. 25-33. Is it orthodox or unorthodox 
for an Israelite?  

 This chapter introduces an idea that will recur throughout 1-2 Kings: the 
sins of Jeroboam. He strategically built two worship sites, one at the 
southernmost boundary of Israel and one at the northernmost boundary, in an 
effort to keep his people from leaving Israel to go elsewhere to worship, 
especially Jerusalem. Most importantly, Jeroboam is not quite forsaking 
Yahweh; he is not worshipping other gods like his descendants will. Instead, he 
is worshipping Yahweh in an unapproved way. This sin will continue virtually 
for the rest of Israel’s history and ultimately lead to its destruction.



Week 1 - September 4-10  
Day 1 | 1 Kings 12 

 
Apply: 

Respond: 



Kings: The Divided Kingdom 
Day 2 | 1 Kings 13 

 
Explain:  
What do you think is the purpose of this story? 



Week 1 - September 4-10  
Day 2 | 1 Kings 13 

 
Apply: 

What might this story have to say about hearing from God or listening to 
God today? 

 
Respond:  



Kings: The Divided Kingdom 
Day 3 | 1 Kings 14 

 
Explain:  
Why does God promise to destroy Jeroboam and all his descendants? 
How will this happen? 

We are only one generation removed from Solomon’s reign. How are 
things going for Israel? 



Week 1 - September 4-10 
Day 3 | 1 Kings 14 

 
Apply: 

Respond: 



Kings: The Divided Kingdom 
Day 4 | 1 Kings 15 

 
Explain:  
Consider the events that are described in this chapter. What do you think 
life would have been like as a normal, everyday Israelite during this time? 
What makes you say that? 

What makes a king good or bad according to the narrator? 



Week 1 - September 4-10 
Day 4 | 1 Kings 15 

 
Apply: 

Respond: 



Kings: The Divided Kingdom 
Day 5 | 1 Kings 16-17 

 
Explain:  
What is God’s judgment against Baasha? Who carries that out, and what 
happens to him? 

What makes Ahab worse than all the kings that have appeared in the 
book so far? 



Week 1 - September 4-10 
Day 5 | 1 Kings 16-17 

 
Apply: 

How does God feed Elijah in this chapter? How does this illustrate what it 
means to trust God? 

Respond: 



Kings: Stories of the Prophets 
Day 1 | 1 Kings 18 

 
Explain:  
In v. 21, Elijah accuses the people of Israel of “limping between two 
opinions.” What does he mean by that? 



Week 2 - September 12-18 
Day 1 | 1 Kings 18 

 
Apply: 

Compare what we know about God and what we have seen him do with 
this story. Why do we as Christians today have even more reason to 

follow God rather than idols today? 

Respond: 



Kings: Stories of the Prophets 
Day 2 | 1 Kings 19-20 

 
Explain:  
In 19:15-18, God mentions three people. Who are they and what will they 
do? (These will become important in later chapters of the book.) 

Why does God give victory to Ahab, who is a wicked king?  



Week 2 - September 12-18 
Day 2 | 1 Kings 19-20 

 
Apply: 

 
Respond:  



Kings: Stories of the Prophets 
Day 3 | 1 Kings 21 

 
Explain:  
Why do you think God’s judgment comes upon Ahab and Jezebel after 
this event in particular? What does God say will happen to them? 

  The “inheritance of my ancestors” (v. 3) is a special phrase that refers to a 
piece of land that belonged to each Israelite family (or clan). The Israelites 
believed that God himself had given this land to them and divided it among the 
tribes and their families accordingly. In fact, this is why there were so many 
rules concerning the sale of land in the Law. Effectively, Israelites never sold 
land; they simply rented it until it was returned to them in the year of Jubilee. 
The point as it relates to this story is that Ahab has absolutely no right to take 
this man’s (or any man’s) property. Not only is it stealing, it is rebellion against 
God’s own distribution of the land.



Week 2 - September 12-18 
Day 3 | 1 Kings 21 

 
Apply: 

Which of the 10 Commandments are broken in this chapter? How do you 
see similar temptations in your own life? 

Respond: 



Kings: Stories of the Prophets 
Day 4 | 1 Kings 22 

 
Explain:  
What god(s) do these prophets serve? Why do they just tell the kings 
what they want to hear? 

How is God at work in this story? 



Week 2 - September 12-18 
Day 4 | 1 Kings 22 

 
Apply: 

What is the main point of vv.1-40? How does it apply to your life? 

Respond: 



Introduction to the book of Kings 

 Like 1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings is really one book, and it is a clear continuation of 

2 Samuel. Unlike 1-2 Samuel, Kings covers a long span of time in Israel’s history, 

roughly 400 years. The book of Kings continues to evaluate the monarchy from 

the time of Solomon through the division of the kingdom to the conquest of the 

Israel by Assyria and the conquest of Judah by Babylon. 

 It is critical to understand that Kings was written (or compiled) by someone 

living in exile, who is looking back on Israel’s and Judah’s history and trying to 

make sense of it. Here he is living in exile, and God’s chosen people, both Israel 

and Judah, have been nearly wiped out. How could such a disaster happen to 

God’s people? 

 The narrator answers that question by retelling Israel’s history in light of the 

Mosaic covenant. Much like Joshua, Judges, and Samuel, the Mosaic covenant is 

the basis by which Israel and Judah are judged. The covenant was clear: God 

would reward obedience, but he would punish disobedience. The horrible 

outcome of Israel and Judah aligns with God’s promise to judge. 

 So like all history, 1-2 Kings was written with a purpose. So although it is a 

historical book, it only includes events relevant to its purpose. It does not primarily 

focus on the kings’ military victories or wealth or political success or failure. 

Rather, the book pays closest attention to the kings’ religious actions and 

interprets all of their actions through that. And the conclusion of the book is 

bleak: there has been no king who can bring lasting change to the heart of God’s 

people.  



Book Outline: 1-2 Kings 

I. The Reign of Solomon (1:1-11:43) 

A. Solomon’s rise to power (1:1-2:46) 

B. Solomon’s wisdom (3:1-4:34) 

C. Building the temple and palace in Jerusalem (5:1-9:9) 

D. Solomon’s Sin and Decline (11:1-43) 

II. The Divided Kingdoms of Israel and Judah (12:1-16:34) 

A. The kingdom divides (12:1-24) 

III.Stories of the Prophets: Elijah and Elisha (1 Kings 17:1-2 Kings 8:15) 

A. Ministry of Elijah (1 Kings 17:1-2 Kings 2:12) 

B. Ministry of Elisha (2 Kings 2:13-8:15) 

IV.The Late Divided Kingdom (8:16-17:41) 

A. The Destruction of Israel (17:1-41) 

B. The Babylonian Exile (25:1-30) 



Kings: Stories of the Prophets 
Day 5 | 2 Kings 1-2 

 
Explain:  
Why do people keep refusing to listen to God? 

How is Elisha rewarded for his persistence?  



Week 2 - September 12-18 
Day 5 | 2 Kings 1-2 

 
Apply: 

If Elisha had such persistence following his master, what sort of 
persistence do you have in following your master, Jesus? 

Respond: 



Kings: Stories of the Prophets 
Day 1 | 2 Kings 3 

 
Explain:  
What does verse 18 mean when it states, “it is a light thing in the sight of 
the Lord?”  



Week 3 - September 18-24 
Day 1 | 2 Kings 3 

 
Apply: 

What promises of God or character of God apply to the seemingly 
impossible situation that you face? Write down and pray through those 

promises.  

Respond: 



Kings: Stories of the Prophets 
Day 2 | 2 Kings 4-5 

 
Explain:  
What is significant about Naaman’s declaration in verse 15 that “there is 
no God in all the earth but in Israel?” 



Week 3 - September 18-24 
Day 2 | 2 Kings 4-5 

 
Apply: 

In what specific way can you display to others this week that there is only 
one true God? 

 
Respond:  



Kings: Stories of the Prophets 
Day 3 | 2 Kings 6 

 
Explain:  
The king of Syria is seeking to capture Elisha at the city of Dothan, and 
the city is surrounded by a great enemy army. In response to this crisis, 
what is Elisa’s response in 2 Kings 6:16-18? 



Week 3 - September 18-24 
Day 3 | 2 Kings 6 

 
Apply: 

How do you typically respond in a crisis? What do you naturally seek 
apart from God in these circumstances? Confess to the Lord and then 

pray/meditate on Proverbs 3:5-6. 

Respond: 



Kings: Stories of the Prophets 
Day 4 | 2 Kings 7-8 

 
Explain:  
How did God provide for the Shunammite woman in 2 Kings 8:1-6?  
How had God already provided for her in 2 Kings 4:8-37? 



Week 3 - September 18-24 
Day 4 | 2 Kings 7-8 

 
Apply: 

In what ways do you need to trust God to provide? In what ways can you 
praise God for past provision? 

Respond: 



Kings: The Late Divided Kingdom 
Day 5 | 2 Kings 9 

 
Explain:  
In this chapter, which two individuals are facing divine punishment and 
why? See 1 Kings 21:21-24. 



Week 3 - September 18-24 
Day 5 | 2 Kings 9 

 
Apply: 

According to Psalm 73, how might we and how should we respond when 
we see the wicked prosper? 

Respond: 



Kings: The Late Divided Kingdom 
Day 1 | 2 Kings 10 

 
Explain:  
Jehu claims to have zeal for Yahweh (v. 16). Does he actually have zeal 
for the Lord? Why or why not? 

Is Jehu commended or judged for his actions both before and after 
becoming king?  



Week 4 - Sept. 25-Oct. 1 
Day 1 | 2 Kings 10 

 
Apply: 

Is there any sense in which Jehu is an example for us to follow today as 
someone who was zealous for the Lord? 

Respond: 



Kings: The Late Divided Kingdom 
Day 2 | 2 Kings 11-12 

 
Explain:  
How is money used in chapter 12? What does the use of money 
communicate about Jehoash’s character? 



Week 4 - Sept. 25-Oct. 1 
Day 2 | 2 Kings 11-12 

 
Apply: 

What implications does this chapter have for your own use of your 
resources? 

 
Respond:  



Kings: The Late Divided Kingdom 
Day 3 | 2 Kings 13-14 

 
Explain:  
(Note: throughout these chapters there is a Joash/Jehoash that reigns 
over Judah and a Joash/Jehoash that reigns over Israel, and their reigns 
overlap.)  

How is God’s favor and judgment toward Israel reflected in their 
interactions with Syria? 

Why does Amaziah provoke a battle with Israel? What happens as a 
result? 



Week 4 - Sept. 25-Oct. 1 
Day 3 | 2 Kings 13-14 

 
Apply: 

Respond: 



Kings: The Late Divided Kingdom 
Day 4 | 2 Kings 15-16 

 
Explain:  
Assyria is the major superpower of the world during this time. What are 
the various ways that Assyria acts against or with either Israel or Judah in 
these chapters? 



Week 4 - Sept. 25-Oct. 1 
Day 4 | 2 Kings 15-16 

 
Apply: 

The situation in Israel and Judah has reached a breaking point. Assyria is 
a constant threat that dominates the region. Israel partners with the 

Syrians to attack Judah. It is a time of political upheaval. According to the 
book, why does all of this happen? How does this understanding of the 

world and world events affect your life today? 

Respond: 



Kings: The Late Divided Kingdom 
Day 5 | 2 Kings 17 

 
Explain:  
This chapter is essential for understanding this book as a whole. Describe 
what happens in this chapter. What is the reason, according to the 
author, that all of this happened to Israel? 



Week 4 - Sept. 25-Oct. 1 
Day 5 | 2 Kings 17 

 
Apply: 

God demands exclusive allegiance to himself from his people. Examine 
your life. What other gods are competing for God’s place in your life? 

What should you do to change that? 

Respond: 


